INTERNATIONAL FGM ZERO TOLERANCE DAY (FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION) 6th February
In February 2003, the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children (IAC) adopted a “Declaration of Zero Tolerance to FGM on the African Continent” Since that year the 6th of February has been used to raise awareness.

 FGM is violation of human rights of girls and women. The Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Human Rights which have been active in condemning the practice and recommending measures to combat it, including the criminalization of the practice. Strong support for the protection of the rights of women and girls to abandon FGM is found in International and regional human rights’ treaties and consensus such as International Covenant Civil and Political Rights; African Charter on Human and Welfare of the Child Organisation of African Unity (1990); Convection on the Rights of the Child (1989); Declaration on the Rights and Welfare of the African Child. 
There are different organisations in United Kingdom such as FORWARD (Foundation for Women’s Health, Research and Development), Liverpool FGM and Multi-Cultural Health Advisory Group and National FGM Clinical Group have been campaigning against FGM.
The 1989 Children Act covers FGM as Child Abuse. In 1999, the Department of Health (DOH) produced a document “Working together to safe-guard children”. FGM is specifically mentioned in the chapter entitled “Child Protection in Specific Circumstances” The Chapter states that local authorities may exercise their powers under section 47 of the Children Act if they believe that a child is likely to be /has been subject of FGM among the ethnic communities and focus on preventive strategy involving the communities’ education.
In United Kingdom except Scotland, it is against the Law under the FGM Act 2003, there is a maximum of 14 year prison sentence for anyone performing, arranging or assisting Female Genital Mutilation. The Scottish Parliament passed the Law “Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act” in 2005.
The Government has set up a Taskforce in 2009 to look into Violence Against Women and Girls (VAGW) and FGM is amongst the issues being addressed. New Cross Government FGM Coordinator has been employed to provide a coordinated and comprehensive response to FGM looking at services available nationally and how communities could be supported.

For confidential enquiries and services available in Liverpool contact:

· Liverpool Women’s NHS Foundation Trust-0151 708 9988

· FGM Advocacy Worker on 0151 296 7433
 References:

1. Organisation of African Unity (OAU-1090) African Charter on the Human Rights and Welfare of the Child Organisation of African Unity. Addis Ababa.  

2. UNICEF (1993) Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women. Article 1. UN New York.
3. Department of Health (DOH 1999) Working Together to Safeguard Children:  a Guide to interagency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. DOH London.

Useful websites:

· FORWARD-www.forwarduk.org.uk

· Liverpool FGM Group-www.fgm-liverpool.org

· FGM National Clinical Group-www.fgmnationalgroup.org

· FGM Act 2003 (c31)-www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2003/ukpga

